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historical abstract�

�T his property i s  a  uni t  wi thin Barret t ' s  
Terrace .  L ike i ts  neighbours ,  i t  i s  a  br ick 
structure,  three bays wide and standing two 
s toreys h igh wi th a f la t  roof .  The f ront 
entrance ,  wi th rectangular proport ioned 
sidelights and transom, is  placed in a side hall  
posit ion.  The other bays provide for windows,  
wi th l inte ls  and s i l l s  intact ,  and contain 
remnants of  the original  s ix  over six  paned 
sash.  Some per iod e lements namely the 
lyre-shaped renderings of  the trel l is  verandah,  
the crenel lated parapet  on the façade,  and 
shutters have been lost  but inspirat ion for 
accurate replacements can be found in 
neighbouring units  or  from readily  available 
archival  photos.  A skylight,  s imilar  to those on 

other units  has been altered somewhat,  but  is  
a  feature worthy of  restoration.  The current 
gable-roofed porch should not be considered 
an historical  asset.  

The interior has been divided into upper and 
lower rental  units.  Upstairs,  l i t t le  remains of  
the original  character,  although the main f loor 
contains its  f ireplace,  pine f loors,  much of  the 
original  plaster  and remnants of  the original  
side hall  plan.  

A long with adjacent mi l ls  and the nearby 
Octagon House,  Barrett 's  Terrace is  part  of  the 
legacy of  Wil l iam Barrett  and his  family,  a  
prominent mi l ler  and entrepreneur in Port  
Hope in the last  hal f  o f  the 19th century .  
Wil l iam Barrett  Jr.  built  Barrett 's  Terrace in 
the early 1860's  to provide accommodations 
for the English labourers and their  families  
brought to Canada to work in his  nearby mil l .  
In 1856,  Barret t  bui l t  h is  res idence,  Port  
Hope's  unique example of  an Octagon House,  
located directly  north of  Barrett 's  Terrace on 
Martha Street.
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Some period e lements namely the lyre-shaped 
renderings of  the trel l is  verandah,  the crenellated 
parapet on the façade,  and shutters have been lost  
but inspiration for accurate replacements can be 
found in ne ighbouring uni ts  or from readi ly 
available archival  photos

Will iam Barrett  (1784-1861) le f t  Bathpoole ,  
Cornwall ,  England in 1831 to launch a mil l ing 
operation in Canada.  In England,  his  family 
owned an established mil l ing enterprise.  He 
made the journey to Canada along with his  
wife Elizabeth and children.  Barrett  built  two 
factories,  one on either side of  the river at  
Barrett  Street.  The mil ls  included a sawmill ,  
and wagon and carriage making business with 
a blacksmith shop,  and grist  and f lour mil ls .  
There was a bedstead and chair  factory,  and 
carding and cloth-dressing establishment.  Mr.  
Barret t  a lso leased workshops to other 
business enterpr ises .  The descendants of  
Wil l iam Barrett  carried on the operation of  
the mi l l s  into the ear ly 1900's .  Wi l l iam 
Barrett  Jr.  (1817-1875) operated the mil ls  with 
h is  fa ther ,  and then h is  son ,  Haro ld 
(1858-1908) succeeded him.

While the row houses were originally  built  to 
house Barrett 's  mil l  workers,  the terrace later  
became a des irable res idence for  young 
fami l ies .  In Kather ine Eaton Cannel l ' s  
memoirs ,  Jam Yesterday ,  l i fe  in Barret t ' s  
Terrace in the 1890's  and early part  of  the 
1900's  is  vividly described.  The terrace is  the 
largest  and the grandest  of  the town's  several  
examples of  row housing,  and remains a 
dominant landmark in the neighbourhood.  
Individual  units  in Barrett 's  Terrace were sold 
in 1909.
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