
90 BROWN STREET

Robert Deyell  House  

c i rca  1876  

I ta l ianate

architectural description

Date  Des ignated :  February  27 ,  1989  to  By-Law 

No .  21/89 ,  SCHEDULE B-5

Lot  Descr ip t ion :  PLAN 40  LOT D

D etails  of  the Ital ianate are prominent in 
th is  large Victor ian-era home, or ig inal ly  
subscr ibing to the later  neo-Class ic .  Other 
styles are also evident in the subtle  detai l ing.  
I t  i s  now a two-storey br ick house with a 
Tuscan tower .  However i ts  or ig ins can be 
discerned by careful  scrutiny of  the principal  
facades facing Brown and Bedford which are 
f inished in f inely executed Flemish bond.  That 
to Brown, fac ing east ,  was or ig inal ly  the 
pr inc ipal  f ront and patches can just  be 
discerned to the north of  the tower where 
entrance and window above were f i l led in ,  
a lbei t  very careful ly  to match the or ig inal  
brickwork.  The south side under the porch has 
been rendered with stucco,  but an entrance,  

complete with transom and sidelight  has been 
set  into the south and west  corner of  the 
or ig ina l  house .  The west  wings ,  fac ing 
Bedford,  appear to be in two stages one across 
the back of  the original  house with a large 
two-storey bay in its  southerly projection,  the 
second a further two-storey extension.  The 
older of  the two sti l l  has a  window of  six  panes 
over six.  Additions to the house are obvious 
where bricks are laid in common bond.  The 
foundation is  now rendered with stucco.  

T h e h o u s e ,  o f  i r r e g u l a r p l a n ,  h a s a  
medium-pitch hipped roof  with project ing 
eaves having a f la t  sof f i t .  The two end 
chimneys located in l ine with the walls  relate 
to the original  building,  another occurring in 
the centre of  the west  addition.  

The most obvious feature distinguishing the 
house is  i ts  two-and-one-hal f-storey Tuscan 
tower .  Located on the east  facade,  fac ing 
Brown Street,  i t  is  capped by a low, truncated 
hip roof.  The wide eaves of  the tower have a 
plain boxed cornice supported by brackets in 
the I ta l ianate manner and with a scal loped    

heritage port hope advisory committee



90 BROWN STREETROBERT DEYELL  HOUSE ,  c i rca  1876  

I ta l ianate

historical directory ad

fasc ia .  Direct ly  be low the brackets i s  a  
protruding fr ieze course of  "checkerboard" 
brickwork.  

The windows of  the tower's  facade have large,  
segmental  openings .  They are double-hung 
sashes headed by segmenta l  leaded and 
s ta ined-g lass t ransoms suggest ing a la te 
n ineteenth or ear ly twent ie th century 
improvement.  Brick arches occur above these 
openings and wooden lugsi l ls  below. 

The other windows of  the building have square 
heads.  Both the t imber l intels  and the lugsi l ls  
to the older part  are boldly executed.  The only 
exceptions to this  are the openings on the west  
wing and the two-storey bay,  where wooden 
lugsi l ls  are situated below and brick f lat  arches 
are seen above.  

The main entrance as noted previously on the 
south facade is  square-headed surrounded by 
sidelights and transom. It  is  tucked into the 
west  corner of  a  curved porch characterist ic  of  
t h e E d w a r d i a n p e r i o d a n d p e r h a p s 
contemporary with the stained glass work.  The 
porch f lat-roofed and with a  moulded fr ieze 
and bed moulding under its  plain cornice,  is  
supported by short  Tuscan columns set  on high 
brick pedestals.  The porch also has a moulded 
handrail ,  plain balustrade and latt ice work f i l l  
beneath.  

The p lan of  the house has been a l tered 
extensive ly f i rs t  to create a  more generous 
stair  hall  with a tower entrance leading into a 
smal l  vest ibule or  lobby re lated to the new 
arrangement that  the substant ia l  addit ions 
provided.  

I n 1877,  Robert  Deyell  bought this  property 
from Will iam G. Stephenson.  Stephenson had 
paid a large amount of  money for the property 
in 1876 a f ter  severa l  o ther h igh-pr iced 
transact ions .  Wil l iam G. Stevenson (1833 -  
1914) was born in Ireland in 1833 and appears 
in Port  Hope business directories by 1871 as a  
tai lor  residing on Will iam Street  (36 Will iam 
Street) .  During this  period,  Stevenson built  the 
Stevenson Block (18-22 Queen Street)  in two 
stages as a  speculative venture.  His tai loring 

establishment was located in the northern most 
unit ,  which was constructed f irst ,  then in 1879,  
two additional  units  were constructed and 
leased to tenants.  The agreement in Deyell 's  
deed was to payof f  an a l ready ex is t ing 
mortgage.  The house was probably a lready 
built ,  but  could not be paid for.  

Robert  Deye l l  ( 1850-1838) was born in 
Ontario.  Deyell 's  father,  James,  established the 
f i rs t  gr is tmi l l  a t  Mi l lbrook in the 1840's .  
Robert  was a druggist  who establ ished his  
business in 1870 in partnership init ial ly  with 
John B.  Woolhouse (who had establ ished a 
drugstore in 1860),  then later  on his  own. His 
drug store was located on the corner of  Ontario 
and Walton Street  in the Wilsons Block (70-76 
Walton) .  He not only dispensed medicines but 
sold books,  and pure wines and l iquors (for 
medicinal  use only).

In the late 1880's,  Deyell  began to purchase 
land on Mi l l  S treet  in order to erect  a  
three-house terrace later  known as the Deyell  
Terrace (91-95 Mill  Street) .  In 1912,  he had 
Plan No.  41,  the "Deyell  Plan",  drawn up after  
the houses were constructed.

historical abstract

An ad that appeared in an 1880 business directory 
advertising Robert  Deyell 's  as a Druggist  and Book 
Dealer.
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