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historical abstract

A   good example of  the Neo-Gothic of  the 
ear ly 20th Century -  bui l t  o f  rough local  
f ie ldstone,  cast  s tone,  patterned block and 
concrete dressing,  and modelled on an English 
par ish church.  The bui ld ing reta ins the 
original  exterior design and its  interior with 
beamed church ce i l ing .  The church has a 
corner tower providing an entrance and an 
Apse forming the Sanctuary.  Windows at  the 
east  side are stained glass memorials  -  one at  
least  is  s igned by McCausland -  the remainder 
o f  t h e w i n d o w s a r e o f  l e a d e d g l a s s 
incorporat ing the tu l ip mot i f  o f  the Art  
Nouveau.  I t  s tands in a prominent hi l l top 
situation and is  a  landmark of  the Township.

T he f i rs t  Angl ican church services in the 
Perrytown area were given by Dr.  Jonathan 
Shortt  held in the home of  Francis  Coates at  
concession 7,  and the present day Highway 28.  
In 1840,  the north part  of  lot  13,  concession 6 
was deeded by James Rutledge and his  wife to 
the Reverend Jonathan Short t  and h is  
successors in off ice as ministers of  the Church 
of  England.  The original  frame church that  
was the f irst  St .  Paul 's  Church,  Perrytown was 
recorded as being built  in 1842 by Phil ip Fox,  
the owner of  a  planing machine and resident 
of  Port  Hope.  Phil ip Fox along with carpenter 
Robert  Mitchell  (8 King Street)  constructed 
the f irst  frame Methodist  Church located on 
Brown Street  in 1833 (a lot  across the street  
from the present day church).

Dr.  Shortt ,  who also provided services for  St .  
John's,  Port  Hope (51 King Street)  gave the 
ear ly church serv ices .  In 1912,  Reverend 
Edward Morris  came to the parish.  The old     
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wooden church structure was seventy years old 
and in need of  renovating.  The need for a  new 
church had become apparent in the late 1880's,  
as  the congregation had grown. A new church 
was planned with Reverend Morris  drawing up 
the plans for  the church model led after  his  
par ish church in England.  The contract  to 
construct  the church was given to Cecil  Mercer.  
The congregation donated the cost  providing 
labour and g i f ts  of  money from within the 
community .  Reverend O'Meara la id the 
cornerstone on June 24th,  and the church was 
consecrated on November 26th,  1914.

architectural detail

The church cemetery i s  located on the 
adjoining property.  
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