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T he building faces north,  near the bottom of  
Dorset  Street  West,  originally  Baseline Road.  
I t  i s  the last  house before the commercia l  
area,  and almost abuts the sidewalk.  It  is  a  
two and one-half  storey,  red brick building 
with a h igh f ie ldstone basement .  Specia l  
features inc lude the unusual  t rapezoidal  
conformation,  the parapet  sidewalls  and the 
low-pitched roof.  

The brick is  primarily  common bond except for  
stretcher on the four projecting chimneys on 
the east  and west  elevations.  The façade has 
patches of  Flemish bond suggesting that  this  
e levat ion may have or ig inal ly  presented a 
more elegant front to the street.  Subsequent 
repairs  were not up to the same standard.  The 
acute angle at  the northeast  corner is  masked 

by an unusual  recessed brick semi-circle  in 
Flemish bond.   The windows are six-over-six 
wood with brick moulding.  The shutters on the 
facade are not or ig inal  to the bui lding but 
were obta ined recent ly f rom the Dumble 
Estate when "the Lawn",  the D'Arcy Boulton 
house bui l t  in 1817 on what i s  now Darcy 
Street  in Cobourg,  was being demol ished.  
Al though they predate the inn,  they are 
compatible to the style  and certainly enhance 
the appearance of  the building.  

The façade is  symmetrical  with three bays.  At  
one t ime,  in order to have a direct  entrance to 
the inn's  taproom, a  door was cut  into the 
brick at  the west  end.  This  was bricked over,  
probably when the bui lding was made into 
semi-detached dwell ings.  When it  was divided,  
a  f irewall  was put down the middle and the  
or ig inal  central  doorway was spl i t  to make 
separate entrances to each side.  Fortunately,  
the br ick moulding and surround was 
preserved.  The window above the doorway is  
not  bl ind as the f irewall  abuts i t .  However,  the 
br ick moulding remains .  C losed shutters  
conceal  the bl ind window.     
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The east  elevation,  which originally  faced the 
rai lway and the river is  more elegant than the 
western one.  Between the chimneys,  the roof  
l ine is  f lat .  Originally,  the slopes leading up 
to the chimneys had f ive crow-steps.  These are 
now gone.  This  i s  the longer of  the two 
sidewalls  and has a total  of  seven windows.  
The windows on the f irst  and second storeys 
are placed between and on either side of  the 
two chimneys,  giving a pleasing symmetry to 
the elevation.  The seventh window is  in the 
middle of  the third storey.  It  replaces a  sl i t  
and was needed to give more l ight  to what was 
an unfinished att ic  but is  now l iving space.  
This  window, although recently instal led,  is  in 
keeping with the others and therefore should 
be included in the designation.  The windows 
are not shuttered.  The or ig inal  windows 
leading to a  high basement have been f i l led in 
wi th s tone ,  matching the res t  o f  the 
foundation.  

The west  elevation is  the short  length of  the 
trapezoid and has only f ive windows.  The 
northwest  corner is  at  an obtuse angle.  The 
f lat  roof  l ine and the two chimneys with four 
windows between them are the same as on the 
other side.  The short  wall  left  no room for 
windows beyond the chimneys.  The former sl i t  
window in the at t ic  has been enlarged to 
match the others.  Rather than in the middle,  
as  on the other side,  this  window is  over the 
windows nearest  the front.  

When the bui ld ing was d iv ided,  summer 
kitchens were added at  the back.  These have 
been removed,  reveal ing a deter iorat ing 
painted brick wall .  The present owners have 
added windows to this  wall  as  well  as  three 
skylights in the att ic  roof.  This  elevation is  
excluded from the designation.   

Over the years,  the trapezoidal  rooms,  as  well  
as  the hal ls  and s ta ircases ,  have been so 
altered that  i t  is  impossible to know what is  
original .  Due to the unusual  conformation of  
the exterior,  the west  side interior is  much 
smaller  than the east.  As well  as  the addition 
of  the f irewall  and the completion of  the att ic ,  
enclosed staircases and walls  have been both 
removed and added.  However,  the pine f loors 
and the 10'  cei l ing have remained intact  and 
are included in the designation.  

T his property has an interesting history in the 
ear ly l i fe  o f  Port  Hope and i ts  bust l ing 
commercial  activity.  When the lot  was obtained 
in 1859,  i t  was next  to the Midland Railway 
tracks and close to the Grand Trunk Station,  an 
ideal  s ite  for  a  rai lway inn.  

Due to the street  layout,  and the contour of  the 
lot ,  the building has a trapezoid footprint.  Two 
and a half  storeys high,  and constructed of  red 
brick,  the front facade was originally  laid in 
Flemish bond,  but renovations over the years 
have left  l i t t le  evidence of  this  feature.  The 
bui ld ing boasts  four chimneys ,  e laborate 
parapets and carefully  placed six-over-six wood 
windows.  

Around 1895,  the hotel  c losed.  Subsequently,  
t h e b u i l d i n g w a s d i v i d e d i n t o t w o 
semi-detached dwel l ings and the or ig inal  
central  doorway was spl i t  to make separate 
entrances to  each house.  Recently converted 
into a single family dwell ing,  the western door 
is  now bl ind,  as  i s  the window above.  The 
building's  unusual  shape leads to curious but 
delightful  detai ls  such as the rounded corner of  
red brick in Flemish bond,  softening the acute 
angle of  the northeast  corner.  

When the Grand Trunk Railway was completed 
in 1856,  rai lways inns sprang up al l  along the 
route.  In 1859,  R.  Blackham obtained a lot  to 
build one for Port  Hope.  The property was not 
only beside the tracks and close to the station,  
but had the added advantage of  being on the 
most fashionable and aff luent street  in town. 
The exact  date of  the inn 's  construct ion is  
unknown but i t  was definitely  up and running 
by 1864.  The bui ld ing was then known as 
Blackham's Hotel .  In 1875,  W. Martin acquired 
the property and for the next  twenty years i t  
was known as Martin's  Hotel .  

The building suffered a disastrous f ire  in the 
1890's.  There were other f ires and each t ime 
some of  the or ig inal  features were lost .  
However,  the major changes were made early in 
i ts  history and are therefore in keeping with 
the 19th and early 20th century architecture.  It  
is  bel ieved that  as  a  result  of  the 1890's  f ire  
the hotel  was closed and the building divided 
into two dwell ings with a f irewall  separating 
them. Passages now connect  each f loor between 
the two sides,  making it  into a single-family 
dwell ing and are endeavouring to restore the 
building to i ts  original  splendour.    
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