
285  H OPE STR EET N ORTH

Mol son Mill  House
c i rca  1851  (RE STORED)

Sal tbox

architectural description�

�

Date  Designated :  Ju ly  20 ,  1987  to  By -Law No.  

49/87 ,  SCHEDULE B-7  

Lot  Descr ipt ion :  CON 2  PT LOT 4

T his one-storey frame saltbox is  clad in wide 
clapboard and f inished with end boards.  The 
medium-pitched sa l tbox roof  with returned 
eaves houses a plain-boxed cornice and a plain 
wooden fr ieze .  Located within the sa l tbox 
slope of  the roof  are two interior chimneys.  All  
the window openings are f lat  and have a plain 
wooden tr im and a smal l  she l f -moulding 
overhead.  

The main facade houses French doors on 
e i ther s ide of  the centra l  main door .  The 
French doors are paned with four ful l  panes 
beside four half  panes contrasting with the 
solidity of  the main door.  This  entrance has a 
square f luted pilastered architrave.  Atop the 

plain pi laster  capitals  sits  a  s loped hood roof  
or  shelf ,  again in keeping with the window 
entablatures.  The gable facade windows are al l  
s ix  panes over six  in a double hung sash.  The 
f irst-storey bays are tal ler  and narrower than 
those on the second storey.  A French door 
identical  to those on the main facade can be 
seen on the south facade of  the building.  

To the rear of  the house,  the saltbox roof  l ine 
i s  fu l l  and consis tent a l though the house 
addition is  irregular causing an open umbrage 
within which the rear entrance sits .  Windows 
in the addition are also six  panes over six  in 
double hung sashes but are found here on a 
smaller  scale than those of  other facades.

T he Molson name is  synonymous wi th 
brewing and disti l leries  in Canada being one 
of  the oldest  manufacturing enterprises dating 
back to the e ighteenth century .  Based in 
Montreal  in Lower Canada,  Thomas Molson 
wanted to expand into Upper Canada so he 
applied to York for a  permit  to build a brewery 
but was rejected due to local  competit ion.  
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285  H OPE STR EET N ORTHMOL SON MILL  H OUSE ,  c i rca  1840 ' s  

Sa l tbox

Located adjacent to the Mil l  House is  the Molson 
Mill  (46 Molson Street) and a log house that was 
moved to this  location and restored.

I n 1851,  Port  Hope was the next  largest  port  
in Upper Canada,  so Thomas Molson purchased 
property about a  mile from the business part  of  
town near Cavan and Jocelyn Streets  on the 
Ganaraska r iver .  The purchase inc luded a 
brewery,  Crawford's  dist i l lery,  a  f lour mil l ,  a  
sawmill ,  a  stave factory,  a  mil lpond and dam. 

The dai ly  management o f  the mi l l s  was 
ass igned to Robert  Orr who reported to 
Thomas Molson daily.  Robert  Orr was born in 
Ireland in 1819.  The date of  his  arrival  in Port  
Hope is  not  known however;  by 1851 he had 
established himself  as  a  dry goods merchant on 
Walton Street.  This  house,  which is  adjacent to 
Molson Mill  (46 Molson Street),  is  thought 
to be the house in which he resided during the 
years he was manager of  Molson's  interests  in 
Port  Hope,  as  well  as  later  in l i fe.  In an 1880 
directory,  he provides his  address as Hope and 
Molson Street  residing on one acre as a  tenant.  

While the exact  date of  construct ion of  the 
house is  not  known, the property was owned by 
Horace Perry during the 1830's  and 40's.  Perry 
was a jeweller  who had an established jewellery 
store on Walton Street.  Perry may have built  a  
house on the property that  was later  modified 
during the Molson ownership.
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