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L ocated on the east  s ide of  King Street  
between two much earl ier  houses,  St .  Mark's  
Rectory and the Clemes Duplex,  this  house 
was built  between 1909 and 1912 for Charles 
Hearn Wicket t ,  a  prominent dry goods 
merchant .  C irca 1920 the f i rs t  f loor was 
extended to the south and the back verandah 
added.  
 
S ide gabled,  three s toreys ,  t r ip le br ick ,  
s t retcher bond on a cement foundat ion 
important features include an irregular cedar 
shake roof ,  gables  half  t imbered on stucco,  
h o o d e d w i n d o w s a n d d o r m e r s .  T h e 
fenestrat ion is  the most impress ive feature 
with a total  of  47 multi-faceted windows in a 

variety of  groupings.  

Except for  the neoclassical  front entrance and 
back verandah this  house is  an interest ing 
Canadian vernacular version of  the Arts  and 
Crafts  style  of  architecture.  

The house completed for Wickett  in 1912 was 
three storey,  symmetrical  plan with a large 
hall ,  three reception rooms,  a  large kitchen 
and butler 's  pantry on the main f loor,  four 
bedrooms plus a sewing room and bathroom 
on the second,  and another three bedrooms 
and bathroom on the third.  In 1912,  the l iving 
room was enlarged by extending the main f loor 
at  the front to the south.  In the space created 
behind the extension a two-s ided verandah 
was added.  It  is  very doubtful  that  the front 
entrance is  original .  It  was l ikely modified to 
have the c lass ica l  features o f  the new 
verandah.  

Except for  two exter ior anomalies ,  55 King 
Street  remains to th is  day a beaut i fu l ly  
preserved Canadian vernacular version of  the 
Arts  and Crafts  style  which was very much in 

heritage port hope advisory committee



55  KING STREETCHARLES  WICKETT HOUSE ,  c i rca  1909

Arts  and Cra f t s

vogue among the moneyed middle c lass in 
England between 1880 and 1925.  In rejecting 
classical  ornamentation architects  were paying 
t r ibute to the s imple e lements and f ine 
workmanship o f  Mediaeva l  and Tudor 
craftsmen.  The movement did not f ind favour 
in Port  Hope,  making 55 King Street  a  rare 
manifestation in the Town of  the Arts  and Craft  
style.  

The main entrance and the rear verandah are 
two anomalies .  The entrance has a c lassical  
pediment and both have neoclass ica l  f luted 
pil lars  and pilasters.  Although the front door 
has sidelights i t  has no transom light.  As there 
is  not  suf f ic ient  space i t  suggests  that  the 
or ig inal  des ign ca l led for  a  typica l  hooded 
entrance.  Perhaps Wickett  bel ieved a concealed 
doorway too avant-garde and wanted his  house 
to have the classical  entrance of  other f ine Port  
Hope houses,  particularly  the Bluestone three 
doors away.  Furthermore,  the doors with their  
many l ights are atypical  but are in keeping 
with the fenestration on the rest  of  the house.  

The house has a cement foundation,  is  three 
s toreys s ide gabled f inished in tr ip le br ick ,  
stretcher bond,  with Tudor half  t imbering on 
stucco.

The roof  is  irregular,  steeply pitched f inished 
in Cedar Shakes (reminiscent of  thatch).  The 
front slope is  broken by a hopped hood over 
the south bay.  A three window hooded dormer 
and two high chimneys with pots at  the gable 
ends.  The rear slope is  broken by a two window 
hooded dormer.

The second storey is  basical ly  rectangular.  The 
bay of  the f irst  storey bay continues to the 
second with a matching set  of  four windows.  A 
ra i led balcony at  the rear extends over the 
verandah.  

The f irst  storey is  L-shaped.  The side-gabled 
extension to the south is  hal f - t imbered on 
s tucco wi th s imi lar  deta i l ing above the 
windows.  The extension encloses the south end 
o f  a n e x c e p t i o n a l l y  l o n g b e a u t i f u l l y  
proportioned l iving room. The f ireplace is  on 
the east  wall  below the south chimney.  Behind 
the extension is  the classical  porch,  mentioned 
above.  On the rear elevation towards the north 
end there is  a  s l ight  jut .  Beyond it  is  a  small  
enclosed back porch with a hopped roof.  

The most striking feature of  the house is  the 
number,  beauty and var iety of  i ts  windows.  
There are twenty-four window bays.  All  have 
stone si l ls  and brick l intels  in soldier  courses.  
In the twenty-four bays are two groups of  four 
windows each,  e ight groups of  three ,  three 
groups of  two,  and nine single windows making 
a grand tota l  o f  forty-seven not inc luding 
cel lar  windows.  All  are multi-  faceted,  some 
are six  over six  and others four over four.  In 
addition the rear elevation has two projecting 
bays of  three windows each with overhanging 
hoods,  one of  which is  at  the leve l  o f  the 
interior stair  landing.  

Interior:
The wood used is  chiefly  maple with some pine 
and cherry.  Between the rooms on the main 
f loor are f ive double French doors.  Once black,  
the paint  has now been removed and they 
appear to be cherry.  

The impressive main staircase is  maple and 
rises from the front hall  to the third f loor.  Of  
simple unembell ished design it  has two large 
windowed landings.  An enclosed back stairway 
leads from the butler 's  pantry to the second 
f loor.  

Early in the century it  was unusual  to have 
more than one bathroom in a house of  this  
s ize .  A second to i le t  in the ce l lar  and a 
washbas in in the bedroom was deemed 
suff icient  for  servants.  This  house has a ful l  
bathroom on the third f loor complete with the 
or ig inal  f ix tures .  The present owners have 
added a washroom on the main f loor.  

There are three f ireplaces,  al l  with different 
chimney pieces.  When the house was extended 
the f i replace in the l iv ing room was moved 
from the south wal l  to the east  wal l .  The 
original  simple stone face was retained and the 
chimney piece of  a  restrained classical  design 
may also be original .  In the bedroom above the 
l iving room the chimney piece appears to be 
original .  It  has a simple brick t i le  face and 
mantel .  

The den f ireplace has an exceptionally  ornate 
Greek Revival  chimney piece .  Because br ick 
t i les  similar  to those used in the bedroom are 
stored in the cel lar,  the present owners suspect  
that  the or ig inal  face was removed,  t i les  
introduced and the exceptionally  ornate Greek 
Revival  chimney-piece from an earl ier  house 
instal led.
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O riginally  part  of  the Smith estate a  large 
parcel  f ront ing on King Street  between St .  
Mark's  Church and J.M. Andrews lot  at  the 
corner of  Dorset  Street  had been for over 20 
years in the possess ion of  the Col lector of  
Customs,  a  weal thy and highly regarded 
cit izen,  Marcus Fayette Whitehead.  In an area 
of  over two acres the map shows only two 
buildings,  one very large with several  wings,  
the other so small  i t  may have been a shed.  It  
is  known that  at  one t ime there was a large 
frame house dating from the 1840's  somewhere 
on what la ter  became Lot 6 .  Known as 
Honeymoon or Woodbine Cottage it  was moved 
to 4-6 King Street,  then greatly  altered and 
enlarged.  

Twenty-five years later  the area bordered by 
Will iam Street  on the north,  Hope Street  on 
the East,  the Baseline Road (Dorset  Street)  on 
the south,  and King Street  on the west  had 
been div ided into Blocks ,  6 ,7 ,8 and 9 with 
Block 6 being three t imes as large as the other 
three combined.  Blocks 7,8 and 9,  al l  of  which 
lay north of  St .  Mark's,  had a combined total  of  
22 lots  while  the largest,  Block 6,  lying south 
of  St .  Mark's  had only f ive.  The smallest  at  the 
corner of  Dorset  (owned by Andrews in 1853) 
bacame the site  of  R.  Charles Smith's  house 
(61 King Street)  but  the rest  of  the block 
f ront ing on King Street  be longed to the 
Whitehead family.  

By 1875,  Marcus Fayette Whitehead had died at  
80 and a lot  on the north,  next  to the Church,  
had been sold to J.  Clarke and a lot  on the 
south,  next  to the Smith House,  to Charles 
Clemes.  In 1876,  Cleme's  daughter marr ied 
Fred Whitehead,  Secretary of  The Midland 
Rai lway and,  l ike h is  fa ther ,  a  man of  
importance in the community.  Over the next  
few years several  conveyances between family 
members were executed.  Whether or not  there 
was ever a  house on the acre,  now No.  55,  is  
unclear.  As there is  l i t t le  space for a  garden to 
the south of  the Clemes House it  is  l ikely that  
the garden and lawn were on the north.  I t  
would be unusual  for  a  house of  i ts  s ize not  to 
have such an adjunct .  There was ,  unt i l  
recently,  evidence of  an orchard having been at  
the rear of  the lot .  

James Whitehead died in 1906,  and by 1909,  
Charles Hearn Wickett  (1874-1942) had bought 
the lot .  Wickett  was a successful  dry goods 
merchant,  whose store was on the northeast  
corner of  Walton and Ontar io Streets  (now 
Watson's  Drugs).  At  the t ime he was l iving in a 
smaller  house further north on King Street.  He 
immediate ly began bui ld ing but ran into 
f inancial  reverses and,  as  a  result ,  the house 
was not completed unti l  1912.  Approximately 
e ight years la ter ,  in the thr iv ing post-war 
period fol lowing the Great  War he extended the 
f irst  f loor to the south and added a verandah in 
the back.  

Fifty-f ive King Street  remained in the Wickett  
family unti l  1965 when it  was sold by the estate 
of  Charles Wickett 's  widow, Edith Mary Hume.  
It  is  interesting to note that  the house at  No.  
22 King,  built  c irca 1910 for  Mrs.  Wickett 's  
brother,  Jack Hume, has a similar  layout but 
the individual  features are quite different.  
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