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architectural description

Date  Des ignated :  May  16 ,  1983  to  By-Law No .  
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Lot  Descr ip t ion :  PLAN 8  LOT 4 ,  TOWN PLOT 

LOT 18

historical abstract

T his one and a half  storey Gothic cottage has 
three bays to the ground f loor ,  and i s  
constructed of  brick laid in Flemish bond with 
a coarse rubble foundation.  The steep pitch of  
the gable roof ,  the three s teeply pointed 
gables conta ining pointed windows are 
dist inguishing Gothic character is t ics .  Whi le 
the French doors on the ground f loor and the 
front door with sidelights and ogre transom 
are typical  of  the Regency style.  On the gable 
ends of  the house are returned eaves .  The 
porch in front of  the main entrance,  with its  
carved detai l  is  a  later  addition.  

O n the 1847 New Armour Plan,  this  lot  is  
shown without a  house but the lot  has been 
identif ied as Robert  Mitchell 's .  On the Wall  
and Forrest  Map of  1853,  the house is  depicted 
with the name R.  Mitchell .  R.  Mitchell  also 
appears on the l ist  of  subscribers of  the map,  
however,  no profession is  l isted.  

Robert  Mitchel l  ( 1799-1865) i s  l i s ted in 
d irector ies of  the day as a  carpenter and 
presumed to have constructed this  house circa 
1850.  Originally  from Ireland,  he arrived in 
Port  Hope in the early 1830's.  As an active 
member of  the early Methodist  congregation,  
he along with builder Phil l ip Fox constructed 
the f irst  frame Methodist  Church located on 
Brown Street  in 1833 (on a lot  across the 
street  from the present church.)

His brother ,  Wi l l iam Mitchel l  (1799-1871) ,  
who was a lso a carpenter ,  res ided in a 
dwell ing a few doors to the south of  Robert 's  
house built  circa 1840.  
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Robert ' s  chi ldren,  the next  generat ion of  
Mitchell 's ,  established businesses in Port  Hope 
and were prominent merchants .  Brothers 
George A.  and John R.  operated a drug store on 
Walton Street  under several  names:  R.  Mitchell  
& Co.,  Chemists  and Druggists,  1865,  and G.A.  
Mitchell  and the Central  Drug House,  1880 (65 
Walton Street) .  In 1883,  John Mitchel l  
established his  own store in the Tempest  Block 
(62-68 Walton Street)  la ter  se l l ing to T.  
George Watson.

Other relatives owned and operated a nursery 
cal led Ontario Gardens or Mitchell 's  Gardens 
located on Molson Street.  Robert 's  daughters,  
Jane,  Letit ia  (Tish) and Beulah continued to 
reside at  8 King Street  into the 20th century.

architectural detail

The steep pitch of  the gable roof,  the three steeply 
pointed gables containing pointed windows are 
dis t inguishing Gothic  character is t ics .  Whi le  the 
French doors on the ground f loor and the front door 
with sidelights and ogre transom are typical  of  the 
Regency style.  
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