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D a t e  D e s i g n a t e d :  J u l y  9 ,  1 9 9 0  t o  B y - L a w N o .  

47/90 ,  SCHEDULE B-4

Lot  Descr ip t ion :  PLAN 13  PT LOTS 33 ,34  & 35

P ort Hope i s  famous for  th is  s ty le  o f  
building:  three storey,  brick,  gable roof  with 
parapet  wal l s  and end chimneys .  Most 
buildings of  the type are commercial  but  this  
building does not appear to have had a shop 
front.  At  ground level  is  the main recessed 
entrance,  sheltered by glazed double door with 
transom above.  The only window at  s treet  
level  is  not  a  shop window but a  conventional  
sash window with updated g laz ing pattern.  
There i s  a  shop f ront cornice ,  a  s imple 
moulded design that  stretches the width of  the 
building.  

At  second and third storeys ,  there are two 
windows glazed in original  s ix  over six  sash.  
The brick arches are remarkable for  the angle 

of  their  splay ,  which creates a  decorat ive 
pat tern unusual  in Port  Hope.  The upper 
cornice i s  d is t inguished by a decorat ive 
bracket  and moulded boards.  Parapets extend 
past  the roof  l ine a l though the parapet  
chimneys appear to have been sheared of f .  
Other chimneys with corbel led caps remain 
elsewhere on the building on which to model  a  
restoration.  The current paint  treatment is  old 
but need not be considered a part  o f  the 
designation.  

This  is  the north third of  a  very important 
terrace .  I t  i s  a  prominent part  of  the Mil l  
Street  s treetscape and in i tse l f  a  shining 
example of  Port  Hope 's  mid-19th century 
architecture.

H enry Howard Meredi th purchased the 
Crawford Block in July 1853.  Robert  Crawford,  
a  saddler and tanner located on Ward Street,  
had built  the block.   Early mention of  this  
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block in the newspaper dates the building to 
1848.  In April  1853,  Crawford advertised sale 
of  the “Three Brick Dwell ing Houses” that  were 
occupied by himself ,  and cabinetmaker W.F.  
Russel l .  

Henry Howard Meredith (1815-1892) was a 
prominent f igure in Port  Hope.  He was a native 
of  Ireland who came to Canada in 1829.  In 
1840,  he married Margaret  Brown, the third 
daughter o f  John Brown, a  notable ear ly 
sett ler.  Brown erected the f irst  brick building 
in Port  Hope in 1823,  h is  res idence la ter  
known as the Royal  Hotel  on Mil l  Street  South.  
Meredith,  along with his  father-in-law, John 
Brown, and brother- in- law, James Madison 
Andrews,  ran the Port  Hope Harbour and 
Wharf  Company unti l  1851 when the Board of  
Harbour Commiss ioners was establ ished.  
Meredith was secretary for  the Company from 
1829 to 1851.

The same year he built  an elegant house on a 
four-acre estate near his  extensive real  estate 
holdings on Walton Street  (Hill and Dale, 41 
Pine Street South) .  His real  estate holdings 
on Walton Street  included 53-57, 59, 63 and 
65 Walton Street.  

In 1853,  Henry Howard Meredith acquired this  
block of  townhouses.  In a rental  advertisement 
of  1860 he described the townhouses as “three 
comfortable three storey Brick Dwell ing houses 
on Mil l  Street  North of  the Post  Office.  These 
houses are part icular ly wel l  adapted for 
persons requiring residences in the business 
part  o f  Town, or  for  persons want ing a 
dwell ing house with off ices adjoining”.

architectural detail

When the bui lding underwent restorat ion in the 
1980's ,  nothing remained of  the or iginal  shop 
fronts,  shutters or doors,  s ix-over-six windows or 
tr im and cornice detai l ,  a l l  o f  which have been 
restored.
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