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Date  Designated :  October  6 ,  1997  to  By -Law No.  

44/97 ,  SCHEDULE B-1

Lot  Descr ipt ion :  RP  14  LOT 17  LOT 18  LOT 40 ;  

LOT 19  PT

T he original  1912 Carnegie Library,  designed 
by Walter  Mahoney,  is  a  simple centre hall  
plan with the main f loor on the second level  
containing the adult  l ibrary and the lower 
level  containing the children's  l ibrary and the 
boiler  room. As previously outl ined,  this  is  the 
prototypical  Carnegie l ibrary plan,  which has 
served so many communities  well  for  almost  a  
century.  
 
The archi tectural  s ty le  i s  Greek Revival ,  a  
style  prevalent at  the t ime and one which most 
Carnegie L ibrar ies embraced due to i t s  
associat ion with democracy and inte l lectual  
pursuits.  The Port  Hope Library had a large 
Port ico entrance with a broad set  of  s teps 

leading to the front door .  The Port ico was 
graced with large precast  columns with Ionic 
capitals.  The columns support  a  simple frieze 
and pediment made of  wood and unadorned.  
The columns were supported by a masonry 
base f lar ing to accommodate a wide curved 
stair .  The front door was a glazed wood door 
with a hal f  round g lass t ransom with an 
exaggerated precast  l intel .  The corners of  the 
front facade had brick pi lasters terminated in 
Ionic capitals  matching the entrance columns.  

T h e l o w e r f l o o r o f  t h e b u i l d i n g w a s 
constructed wi th precast  masonry uni ts  
resembling cut  stone,  while  the upper f loor is  
red br ick .  Two large curved head windows 
adorned the front facade,  one of  which is  st i l l  
in tac t .  These windows a l so have the 
exaggerated precast  l inte l  and keystone 
e lements .  The s ide e levat ions were s impler 
with large double hung windows with precast  
s i l l s  and l inte ls .  The north facade has a 
de l ight fu l  chi ldren 's  entrance with Ionic 
capped pi lasters and a curved porch roof  
which or ig ina l ly  had large chains for  
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Original ly  the door was a large wood plank 
door and the whole entrance must have been 
one of  del ight  and mystery for  the chi ldren 
who used it .  

The rear of  the building was very uti l i tarian 
with high windows on the second f loor al lowing 
s tacks to be p laced against  the wal ls  for  
eff iciency.  It  is  unfortunate that  views of  the 
river were not considered,  but i t  is  possible 
that  at  the t ime,  there were other buildings 
blocking that  view.  No other buildings during 
that  period paid much,  i f  any,  respect  for  the 
Ganaraska River,  the reason for Port  Hope's  
existence.  

The roof  of  the building is  a  cottage-style  now 
clad with brown asphalt  shingles.  From earl ier  
photos it  would appear that  the roof  was either 
slate,  but  more l ikely metal  shingles.

The history of  the l ibrary in Port  Hope begins 
with establishment of  the Mechanics Institute 
in 1852.  For several  years a  l ibrary and reading 
room was maintained on an upper f loor of  the 
Wilson Block over Robert  Deyell 's  Drugstore 
(70-76 Walton Street )  a t  the corner of  
Ontario and Walton.  There were approximately 
sixty members and the membership cost  was 
$4.00 a year for  daytime use,  and $2.00 per 
year for  evening use.  The collection consisted 
of  750 books that  were later  sold to the YMCA. 

The Institute was reestablished by 1874 and 
the col lect ion reached 5000 volumes by the 
turn of  the century.  It  was brief ly  located in 
the E.P.  Smith Block (34-46 Walton Street) .  
At  the turn of  the century,  i t  was located over 
the Times off ice,  the eastern unit  in the Gil lett  
Paterson Block (29-33 Walton Street) .  

Between 1903 and 1924,  over one hundred 
public  l ibraries were constructed in Ontario as 
a  resul t  o f  grants f rom Andrew Carnegie 
(1835-1919) ,  the Scot t ish born American 
industr ia l is t  and phi lanthropist ,  under the 
auspices of  the Carnegie Corporat ion.  The 
grant would cover the cost  of  construction of  a  
bui lding with the only restr ict ion being the 
l ibrary would be open to the public  free of  
charge.  Preference was given to small  rather 
than large communities,  and the amount of  the 

grant was related to the size of  the population.
Init ial ly  the design of  the l ibrary buildings was 
left  to the individual  town, but as this  process 
became more diff icult  to  administer  through 
the Carnegie Corporation,  the building plans 
became more standardized.  

Most of  the original  Carnegie l ibraries  have 
been renovated or modified for alternate use.  
Of  the sixty-six l ibraries designated as heritage 
properties,  the majority  are Carnegie Libraries.  
Port  Hope's  Carnegie Library underwent major 
renovations and expansion in 2002.   
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The new addition added to the Port  Hope Carnegie 
Library in 2002.
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