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architectural description�

�

Date  Designated :  August  9 ,  1983  TO By -Law No.  

2070 ,  SCHEDULE B-2

Lot  Descr ipt ion :  CON 1  PT LOT 9  CBF

historical abstract�

�

T his red brick building of  three f loors was 
bui l t  for  Henry H. King in 1900 by local  
carpenter ,  James Tape.  I ts  des ign matches 
that  o f  the "Big House" wi th exce l lent  
bargeboard on the gables with pinnacles and 
drops.  The window headers and shutters are 
noteworthy features;  as  is  the mantle piece,  
above which is  a  g lass photograph of  the 
natural  bridge in Virginia.  The photograph is  
set  in the wall  so that  the natural  l ight  may 
shine through it ,  and the chimney f lues divide 
and join again above the photograph.

A fter the death of  A.T.H. Will iams in 1885 
(his  wife Emily had died in 1882) the main 
house was sold to Henry H. King,  an American 
lawyer from Pittsburgh who had extensive real  
es tate and business holdings .  He became 
aware of  the Port  Hope area as one of  the 
many Americans who spent their  summers in 
the area.  He purchased Penryn Park as his  
summer residence.  

The Bil l iard House was constructed for Henry 
H. King in 1900.  The design of  the Bil l iard 
House matched the design of  the main house 
and was built  by local  carpenter,  James Tape.  
The one and a half  storey brick building has a 
high peaked roof  and dormers that  give i t  an 
unusual  but charming form. Simi lar  to the 
"Big House",  i t  has ornate gable bargeboard 
trim and spires accentuating the gables.
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The door to the Bil l iard House had a peephole 
that  Mr.  King could use to see who was cal l ing 
at  the main house.  The maid who answered the 
door would ring a bel l  connected to the Bil l iard 
House,  and i f  Mr.  King answered the bel l  he 
was home, otherwise he was not available.  The 
main f loor of  the bui ld ing was used as a  
bi l l iard room, while  the upper f loor housed the 
maid's  quarters.  

architectural detail�
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The bargeboard on the gables with pinnacles and 
drops and the window headers and shutters are 
noteworthy features of  the Bil l iard House.  Emphasis  
on vert ica l i ty ,  mul t ip le  gables ,  decorat ive 
bargeboard and f inials  are typical  detai ls  of  the 
Gothic Revival  style.
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