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Date  Designated :  October  6 ,  1997  to  By -Law No.  

44/97  

Lot  Descr ipt ion :  PT 56  

T his block is  a  three-storey Second Empire 
br ick bui lding,  four bays wide with a fa lse 
mansard roof .  The second storey bays have 
semi-c i rcular s t ructura l  openings wi th 
decorative cast  iron l intels.  The third storey 
bays are twin semi-circular bays separated by 
narrow columns and featuring decorative brick 
l intels.  The facade of  the block is  pi lastered 
from the second storey to about one and a half  
feet  above the third storey bays.  There are two 
large pi lasters on either end,  beginning in the 
upper third quarter  of  the f i rs t  s torey and 
topped with decorat ive br ick capi ta ls .  The 
three inside pi lasters are located between the 
bays and are relatively narrow and broken by 
l ines of  concrete directly  below each set  of  
bays.  The facade also features a  machicolated 
brick cornice with recessed panels  below the 
wooden cornice of  the roof.  
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historical abstract�

�

I n 1817,  El ias Smith and Jonathan Walton 
sold four acres of  Crown land that  was granted 
to them in 1797 to James Hawkins.  Hawkins 
set t led in the area in 1801 or ig inal ly  f rom 
Montpel ier ,  Vermont .  He was a master of  
many trades inc luding b lacksmith,  jo iner ,  
carpenter ,  br icklayer ,  and stonemason,  and 
respected for his  mechanical  prowess.  During 
the next  decade,  Hawkins split  up the parcel  
through a series of  land transactions.  Three 
quarters of  an acre of  land was sold to Dr.  
Samuel  Gilchrist .  The Gilchrist  property was 
situated on Walton Street,  running westward 
from Cavan Street  to about the centre of  the 
Walton Street  block south of  Pine Street.  The 
parce l  was re ferred to as the Gi lchr is t  
property for  many years.

In 1835,  Gilchrist  sold his  land to merchant,  
Mark Burnham, and over the next  two decades 
the property changed ownership several  more 
t imes unti l  in 1871,  James Smith sold a plot  
measuring twenty-four feet  by one hundred 
feet  to Henry C .  Russe l l  ( 1834-1911) ,  a  
cabinetmaker and furniture dealer.   The Rus-
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sel l  family,  originally  from Ireland,  had been 
in the furniture making business in Port  Hope 
s ince 1850.  W.F.  Russe l l  advert ised the 
fol lowing prices for  household furnishings in 
1854: cane seat  chairs ,  78 cents ;  extension 
tables ,  $12;  wood seat  chairs ,  40 cents ;  
mahogany chairs  with horse hair  seats,  per set  
$3.40; and a bedstead,  $1 .52.  Henry ,  in 
bus iness d irector ies o f  the la te 1860’s ,  
advert ised cabinetmaking,  upholstery ,  and 
organ and melodeon manufactur ing as h is  
specialty.

The Russel l  Block was constructed circa 1875.  
Russe l l  c la imed insolvency in 1879 and a 
bankruptcy sa le was advert i sed in the 
September 25,  1879 issue of  the Port  Hope 
Times.  Russe l l  then e i ther convinced his  
creditors that  he could make a go of  i t  or  he 
managed to generate some capita l  f rom the 

sa le of  h is  other lands,  as  he advert ised in 
October of  that  year that  he was pleased to 
announce that  he was resuming business in his  
old stand on Walton Street.  

Dur ing th is  per iod ,  Henry Russe l l  a l so 
purchased two residential  properties.  In 1870,  
Russel l  purchased a house on Augusta Street  
(72 Augusta Street ) .  In 1871 ,  he a lso 
purchased a cot tage on Baldwin Street  (31 
Baldwin Street)  that  he later  sold in 1879.  In 
1886,  Henry Russel l  issued a quitclaim deed to 
the Midland Loan and Savings Company for $1.  
Apparently his  business had fai led once again.  
The Midland Loan and Savings would later  be 
known as the Canada Permanent Mortgage 
Corporation.  Midland Loan was later  located in 
th is  b lock.  George M. Furby (61 Bramley 
Street North)  was manager of  the Midland 
Loan and Savings in 1890.

architectural detail�
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The building incorporates Italianate details  on the 
second f loor windows,  brackets  to pi laster caps and 
elaborate cornice supporting the broken front to the 
false mansard hiding a shed roof.  The building has 
original  sash in the upper storey with elaborate cast  
iron labels  with keystones to the second f loor.  The 
ground f loor has been substantial ly altered earlier 
in this  century.  The mansard is  now faced in asphalt  
shingle and lacks the ornamental  dormers,  probably 
oval  l ights originally.


