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T his b lock i s  the re fac ing of  an o lder 
two-storey building circa 1924.  The adjoining 
circa 1845 house,  latterly  used as a  dentist 's  
off ice and apartment,  was destroyed by a gas 
explosion in the mid-1970's.  The neighbouring 
building,  a  circa 1840 house also owned by 
Be l l  Canada,  was demol ished short ly  
afterwards.  

T he f irst  telephone in operation in Port  Hope 
connected the Queen's  Hotel  at  Walton and 
John Streets  (81 Walton Street )  to the 
Grand Trunk Railroad Station.  Over the years 
the exchange expanded as residents quickly 
adapted to the new technology.  In 1882,  Bell  
es tabl ished an exchange in the insurance 
off ice of  Tom Long at  the corner of  Queen and 
Walton (Robertson Building, 35 Walton 
Street ) .  In i t ia l ly  only s ix  l ines were in 
operation.  A year later  the number of  l ines had 
increased to f i f ty-three,  a  remarkable number 
when you consider the te lephone was only 
invented in 1876.  

All  cal ls  were operater assisted,  and as the 
number of  cal ls  increased,  there was a need 
for a  dedicated location.  In 1924,  Bell  erected 
the building located at  115 Walton Street  to 
house the te lephone system. Orig inal ly  the 
building was twenty-eight feet  by forty-four 
feet  but as the exchange expanded there were 
three addit ions added and f inal ly  a  th ird 
storey.
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