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T his,  the oldest  surviving structure in the 
commercia l  sect ion of  Walton Street ,  i s  a  
typical  building of  the period.  The stone front 
was restored from evidence in old photographs 
and uti l ized the original  doors to the shop,  
which housed a bakery for  many years .  
Original  sash survive in the front,  l intels  and 
f lat  splayed arch shape are stone and,  l ike the 
s i l l s ,  are tooled.  Shutters are part  o f  the 
or ig inal  t reatment .  This  three-storey br ick 
building also has a gable roof,  paral lel  to the 
s treet ,  wi th parapet  wal l s .  There i s  an 
interesting brick motif  on the facade of  the 
block located between the bays on the third 
s torey of  the facade.  The later  one s torey 
addition to the west  is  not  part  of  the original  
bu i ld ing and i s  not  inc luded in th is  
designation.  

J ames Smith purchased three quarters of  an 
acre of  this  downtown section of  Port  Hope 
referred to as the Gilchrist  Property from his  
brother Wil l iam Smith,  a  surgeon,  in June 
1841.  Wil l iam Smith had bought this  parcel  of  
land a year earl ier.  James Smith (1811-1874),  
third son of  John David Smith (21 Dorset 
Street East),  and grandson of  Elias Smith,  
was a member of  one of  the founding families  
o f  Port  Hope who were instrumenta l  in 
sett l ing the Town and establishing the f irst  
mil l .  James,  who resided nearby at  the Grange 
(33 South Street) ,  l ike many of  the sons of  
J.D.  Smith,  was very active in local  polit ics  
and business .  He was a dist inguished town 
lawyer,  and later  a  Judge for Victoria County.  
He was a Member of  the Legislative Assembly 
in 1848-54 holding the off ice of  Mayor of  Port  
concurrently in 1851.  He was actively involved 
in the development of  the rai lway and was 
appointed President of  the Railway Company 
in 1853.  As Mayor of  Port  Hope in 1851,  he 
oversaw the proceedings of  the laying of  the 
cornerstone of  the Town Hal l  and Market  
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This i l lustration of  the Guide Office appeared on the 
bi l lhead for George Wilson & Son,  Publishers of  the 
"Guide" (from the Clayton Collection).  The archival  
photo below from Picturesque Port  Hope published 
by booksel ler W. Wil l iamson at  the turn of  the 
century is  a view of  Walton Street  from this  porch 
that leads to a second f loor entrance.

archival photo�
�

Bui ld ing in September 1851 (56 Queen 
Street) .  Along with his  brother,  John Shuter 
Smith ,  James was respons ib le for  the 
construct ion of  the Smith Block erected on 
Walton Street  (16-26 Walton Street)  in 
1851 .  The block was des igned by Rochester 
architect  Merwin Austin.  Austin had also been 
commissioned to design the Town Hall  in 1850 
(56 Queen Street) .  

Between 1840 and 1841 ,  th is  bui ld ing was 
erected on the eastern port ion of  the three 
quarter acre property to be used as the off ices 
of  the Bank of  Upper Canada,  with Elias Peter 
Smith ,  James o ldest  brother ,  ac t ing as 
manager.  In 1857,  the bank moved to a more 
commodious location on John Street  (86 John 
Street) .  This  Walton Street  location was then 
occupied by Ballagh and Shepherd as a  fruit  
s tand and bakery .  Henry Shepherd was a 
merchant grocer who was in partnership with 
Thompson Bal lagh,  a  baker .  Later in the 
century,  in 1875,  Shepherd would have a house 
constructed on Bloomsgrove Avenue (44 
Bloomsgrove Avenue) .

In his  wil l ,  dated 1873,  James Smith left  this  
bui ld ing and lands to h is  wi fe  Mary Anne 
Smith,  who sold the b lock and premises to 
George and Freder ick Wilson in 1884.  The 
Wilsons also purchased the land on which they 
had their  neighbouring house bui l t  in 1885 
(126 Walton Street) .  

The Wilson Brothers,  who had been publishing 
the Guide s ince 1875 ,  cont inued the ir  
operat ions f rom this  locat ion with George 
Wilson acting as editor.  Prior to the purchase 
of  this  property ,  the Guide of f ice had been 
located in the Scul thorpe Bui ld ing (113 
Walton Street )  in 1878.  The Guide Off ice 
remained in the Wilson Family for  85 years.   

This is  the oldest  surviving commercial  structure on 
Walton Street.  The stone front was restored based on  
archival  photos and the original  doors were uti l ized.  
The reconstruction was done in the late 1960's  under 
the direction of  Peter (A.B.)  Schultz,  who was then 
publisher and editor of  the Port  Hope Evening Guide.


