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Date  Designated :  October  29 ,  1984  to  By -Law 

No.  52/84 ,  SCHEDULE B-3

Lot  Descr ipt ion :  STEWART PL AN TOWN PLOT;  

PT LOT 67  PT LOT 68

historical abstract�
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T his two-storey rectangular br ick house 
constructed in Flemish bond has three bays 
with a centre entrance and a gabled roof  with 
parapet  walls  and end chimneys.  The cornice 
is  boxed with a sloped soff it .  The windows are 
six-over-six sash with f lat  arches of  radiating 
brick,  wooden lugsi l ls ,  and shutters;  several  
windows on the west  wall  have been bricked 
in.  The front door has a f lat  transom light  and 
is  recessed with a carved embrasure;  the door 
surround is  composed of  carved wood with a 
decorated l intel .  An 1878 photograph of  the 
south side of  Walton Street  reveals  a  verandah 
on the f ront of  th is  house .  This  bui ld ing 
shares many of  the features of  the original  
Bank of  Upper Canada bui ld ing (118-120 
Walton Street)  that  is  of  almost  the same 
era.  

J ohn David Smith sold the one-acre parcel  on 
which this  house is  s i tuated to Port  Hope 
blacksmith,  Thomas Wilcock in 1845.  Thomas 
Wilcock (1805-1888) was born in Cornwal l ,  
England and emigrated to Port  Hope in 1831.  
He was a blacksmith and turner.  In a business 
d irectory of  1851 ,  Wi lcock descr ibes h is  
b lacksmith shop as "smithwork of  every 
description attended to,  turning in metal  and 
wrought iron in al l  i ts  branches executed in 
the best  style,  upon moderate terms."

Prior to 1850,  Wilcock's  blacksmith shop was 
located on the northwest  corner of  Walton and 
Brown Streets.  On the 1853 Wall  and Forrest  
map of  Port  Hope,  this  corner lot ,  bounded by 
Pine and Walton Streets,  is  shown as being 
owned by Thomas Wilcock.  In 1866,  Wilcock 
sold this  property (143 Walton Street)  to  
Wil l iam Cox Lelean,  local  merchant.  

Wi l l iam Cox Lelean (1833-1872) and his  
b r o t h e r S a m u e l  ( 1 8 3 6 ) w e r e b o r n i n 
Megavissey,  Cornwall .  They emigrated to the
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United States in the mid 1850s then came to 
Canada and established a dry goods store on 
Walton Street.  Directory l ist ings describe their  
specia l ty  as  " importers and dealers in dry 
goods,  mil l inery,  boots and shoes.”  They were 
act ive Methodis ts ,  and Wil l iam held the 
pos i t ion of  Pres ident of  the Young Men's  
Chris t ian Associat ion in 1871 .  Le lean had 
purchased neighbouring propert ies ,  135 
Walton Street  and 141 Walton Street  in 
1857.

In 1871,  Lelean began sel l ing his  land holdings 
in this  section of  Walton Street,  and Port  Hope 
saddler,  Thomas Earl ,  bought this  westernmost 
section.  In 1903 the property was sold as part  
of  Thomas Earl 's  estate.  The house was later  
subdivided into apartments in 1978.
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An 1878 photograph of  the south s ide of  Walton 
Street  reveals  a verandah on the front of  this  house.
In the fol lowing for sale ad,  Wil l iam Lelean also 
ment ions that the grounds and gardens "are 
everything to be des ired" suggest ing the wedge 
shaped lot  provided a generous yard .   
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