
99-105   WALTON STR EET

Porter Blo ck
c i rca  1850

 Walton Street  Her i tage  D istr i c t

Heritage Port Hope  Advisory Committee

architectural description�

�

Date  Designated :  October  6 ,  1997  to  By -Law No.  

44/97

Lot  Descr ipt ion :  PT 55  TO 57  

T his is  a  commercial  block with residential  
and/or storage space above.  It  is  three storeys 
high in three units  and the gabled roof  i s  
paral lel  to Walton Street,  with parapets and 
end chimneys .  The facade is  o f  br ick in a 
common bond pattern and is  painted a l ight  
buff  colour to resemble sand stone.  It  is  a  
handsome structure of  the earl ier  type with 
p i lasters and project ing br ick caps .  The 
ornamental  brick cornice to the eaves contains 
dogtoothing.  There are s ix  bays to Walton 
Street ,  wi th recessed window panels  and 
two-sash s ty le  windows.  The windows are 
supported by a wooden si l l  and headed by a 
t imber l intel .  The shop fronts are of  modern 
design and recently,  the Port  Hope Branch of  

the Archi tectural  Conservancy of  Ontar io 
improved the front by lowering the top of  the 
western most shop front fascia to al ign this  
feature across the front of  the bui lding.  A 
wooden verandah is  attached to the second 
f loor at  the rear of  the block.  The brick is  i ts  
original  colour at  the rear,  not  painted l ike the 
front.  The windows are supported by a plain 
si l l  with a f lat  brick arch overhead,  instead of  
the l intel  as  in front.  

In 1848,  Archibald Porter ,  manufacturer of  
p loughs,  wagons and stoves purchased this  
property .  Porter  (1806-1890) was born in 
Ire land in 1806,  arr iv ing in Canada in the 
early part  of  the century.  He was a member of  
the f irst  Town Council  in 1853.

In 1850,  f ire  destroyed Porter 's  wooden shop,  
f rame house and part  of  h is  i ron foundry,  
located behind the shop and house.  After  the 
ruinous f ire,  Porter  erected this  block shortly  
a f ter  the f i re .  The property s tayed in the 
Porter family unti l  the death of  Archibald in 
1890.  
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In 1893,  Archibald Porter 's  wife  Sarah sold the 
block to John Curtis .  John Curtis  had a grocery 
store in the block in the early 1900's.  

I n 1 8 5 2 ,  M c D e r m o t & W a l s h ,  l o c a l  
businessmen who were land and insurance 
agents in addi t ion to having a wholesa le 
grocery store had their  business located in the 
Porter  B lock .  In 1865,  J .S .  McHenry ,  
manufacturer of  biscuits,  occupied an off ice in 
the b lock,  as  d id W.S.  and J .S .  Johnston,  
printers and publishers of  the Port  Hope Guide 
in 1865.  J.H.  Hagerman, meat dealer,  occupied 
the easternmost unit  in Porter 's  Block,  one 
door west  of  the St.  Lawrence Hotel ,  in 1876.  
The Grand Trunk Express Office was located in 
the block around the turn of  the century.  It  
was the business off ice for  the train station.  
Employees would pick up parcels  at  the train 
station;  bring them back to the express off ice,  
where their  owners would come to co l lect  
them. 
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The Porter Block was built  before the neighbouring 
St.  Lawrence Hall .  As seen in archival  photos,  the 
bui lding was a handsome block with contrast ing 
pilasters and projecting brick caps with ornamental  
brick cornice to eaves.  The shop fronts were typical  
of  commercial  buildings of  this  period.
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