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ST

T his is  a  simple one storey Ontario Cottage 
s ty le  house bui l t  l ike ly c i rca 1854.  The 
symmetr ica l  f ront facade has two large s ix  
over s ix  windows and a centra l  door with 
s idel ights .  This  entrance has been restored 
and although some of  the wood detai l ing is  not  
authentic,  the overal l  impact  is  sympathetic  
with the period of  the house.  

The s ix  over s ix  windows have a luminium 
storm windows replacing original  wood storm 
windows and shutters that  are not  authentic.  
The brick is  a  red brick laid in running bond 
which has been cleaned.  In some areas there is  
evidence of  brick spall ing.  The windows have 
attractive f lat  arch headers.  

The rear portion of  the house has had new 
windows added replacing the original  but do 
not detract  from the character of  the house.  At  
the rear i s  a  new board and batten frame 
addition and is  not  part  of  this  designation.  

The roof  i s  a  low s lope cot tage roof  with 
asphal t  shingles .  Orig inal ly  shingles could 
have been wood.  New aluminium soff its  have 
replaced original  wood soff its .  The foundation 
is  stone.  A new wood front stoop has been 
added and is  not  in character with the original  
house.  

This  house,  despite some of  i ts  improvements,  
is  a  good example of  an Ontario Cottage style  
prevalent in Port  Hope making it  worthy of  
designation.
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This entrance has been restored and although some 
of  the wood detail ing is  not  authentic,  the overall  
impact is  sympathetic  with the period of  the house.  

T he property on which the house is  s ituated 
was part  o f  the or ig inal  land acquired by 
Toronto banker ,  Thomas Gibbs Ridout .  The 
Ridout Subdivision was Lot 8 in the First  and 
Broken Front Concession of  the Hope township 
survey .  His land holdings extended from 
Victoria Street  on the west,  to Jocelyn Street  in 
the north,  to east  of  Julia  Street  in the east.  
This  land was Clergy Reserve,  transferred to 
King 's  Col lege in 1828 and regis tered to 
Thomas Gibbs Ridout in 1832.  He transferred 
the lot  to the Bank of  Upper Canada and 
bought i t  back in 1844.  Subdivis ion of  the 
property and sale of  the lots  began in 1847.

In 1854,  he sold a part  of  lot  6 to James Lesl ie.  
The house does not appear on the Wall  and 
Forrest  Map of  1853,  but does appear on a map 
of  the Town dated 1854.  This  suggests  Mr.  
Les l ie  bui l t  the cot tage on the property 
immediately upon purchase of  the land because 
in 1854,  he sold the property to Samuel  Sevey.  

James Lesl ie  (1829-1904) was born in Ireland 
later  emigrat ing to Canada.  By 1851 ,  he is  
l isted as a  plasterer residing on Bruton Street.  
In 1857,  after  the sale of  the above property,  he 
is  l isted as a  plasterer residing on Sul l ivan 
Street.  
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