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historical abstract

T his symmetrical  design with two-storey bay 
windows f lanking the wide double entrance is  
a  good example o f  la te Vic tor ian br ick 
building and for us a  notable feature on John 
Street.  Decorative trim appears on the front 
facade.  A f la t  roof ,  s imple chimney,  and 
two-storey verandah are additional  features.  
25 John Street  is  a  late Victorian building of  
symmetrical  design.  It  is  an integral  part  of  
John Street.  

I n 1853,  H.  H.  Meredith purchased the lot  on 
which this  bui lding s tands and three years 
later  he sold the property to Charles Cameron,  
a  physician.  

Henry Howard Meredith (1815-1892) was a 
prominent f igure in Port  Hope.  He was a 
native of  Ireland who came to Canada in 1829.  
In 1840,  he married Margaret  Brown, the third 
daughter of  John Brown, a  notable ear ly 
sett ler.  Meredith,  along with his  father-in-law, 
John Brown, and brother- in- law, James 
Madison Andrews,  ran the Port  Hope Harbour 
and Wharf  Company unti l  1851 when the Board 
of  Harbour Commissioners was establ ished.  
Meredith was secretary for  the Company from 
1829 to 1851.  Over the next  decade,  he would 
acquire extens ive rea l  es tate hold ings 
including the Crawford Block (41 Mill  Street  
N.) ,  and blocks on Walton Street  (53-57, 59, 
63 and 65 Walton Street)  and his  estate 
Hil l  and Dale to the north of  this  lot  (47 Pine 
Street South) .  
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25  JOHN STREETMEREDITH HOUSE ,  c i rca  1853

Vic tor ian

T he bui ld ing i s  thought to have been 
constructed between 1853 and 1856 possibly  
when Dr.  Charles Cameron took out a  mortgage 
from H.H. Meredith.  In 1856,  Dr .  Cameron 
provides John Street  as  the address of  h is  
medical  practice in partnership with Dr.  James 
Gilchrist .  Dr.  Cameron had his  off ice at  this  
location unti l  1875.  

The bui ld ing cont inued to be used as the 
location for a  doctor 's  off ice in the twentieth 
century.  In 1908,  the building was used as a  
doctor ' s  o f f i ce when Dr .  W. McKinley 
purchased it .  He used it  as  a  private hospital  
for  many years .  Another doctor ,  Dr.  Tucker 
purchased the building in 1947.  

In 1967,  notable Canadian author and Port  
Hope res ident ,  Far ley Mowat purchased the 
property.  The building is  now being used as a  
commercial  block.  

architectural detail

The facade to John Street  with two-storey bay 
windows f lanking the wide double entrance is  a 
good example of  late Victor ian brick bui ld ing.  
Decorative brickwork accentuates the front facade.  

historical newspaper ad

An advertisement that appeared in the local  paper in 
1856 indicat ing that Dr.  Cameron had his  of f ice 
located on John Street .  His pract ice inc luded 
phys ic ian and surgeon,  and accoucheur  or 
obstetrician.
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