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PLAN

O ne Maitland Street  is  a  three and a half  
storey common bond brick rear addition to an 
Ontario Street  commercial  building.  It  has a 
medium pitched parapet  gabled roof  with a  
single chimney on the west  end.  On the north 
facade there are four bays on the second and 
third s toreys ,  and two s tomachers on the 
upper hal f -s torey .  The windows have f la t  
arches of  br ick and some or ig inal  wooden 
lugsi l ls ,  with others of  concrete.  The ground 
f loor has had two entranceways bricked over 
and one metal  doorway remains.  

A concrete retaining wall  runs half  the length 
of  the building.  The rear wall  has a single bay 
on each of  the three upper storeys and a large 

service entranceway on the ground f loor,  and 
again a  concrete  protecting wall .  Bought in 
1981 by the present owner,  the interior has 
been total ly  rehabil itated to accommodate an 
artist 's  studio while  maintaining the original  
integrity  of  the exterior.  1  Maitland Street  is  a  
good example of  the sensit ive rehabil itation of  
an 1869 parapet  gabled commercial  building,  
which is  an integral  part  of  the nineteenth 
century texture of  the commercial  core of  Port  
Hope.

M ait land Street  was la id out in 1823 by 
Erasmus Fowke,  the owner of  the property who 
had a store on the northeast  corner of  Walton 
and Cavan Streets  (98-106 Walton Street).  
The street  original ly  ran from Cavan Street  
north and east  in a  loop to the present bend at  
the southwest  corner at  the Ganaraska Hotel ,  
and then cut  southeasterly  to Walton Street  
creating a row of  approximately eleven lots  
along the edge of  the river.  
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An ad that appeared for John Walker's  Furniture and Undertaking 
Business  in a directory of  1880.

In 1851 ,  Cornel ius Quinlan (1822-1883) a 
t insmith and coppersmith merchant on Walton 
Street  bought this  section of  Lot  71.  The same 
year Ontario Street  was opened and the section 
of  Maitland Street  that  ran through the site  of  
the present  building was closed,  so Quinlan 
purchased that  tr iangular  sect ion also.  I t  is  
presumed that  Quinlan constructed a br ick 
block (26 Ontario Street)  mid-century.

I n 1 8 6 5 ,  J o h n W a l k e r ,  P o r t  H o p e 
cabinetmaker ,  bought the lo t  and br ick 
bui lding thereon from Quinlan,  a l though he 
had been in the cabinet  making and upholstery 
business at  this  site  since at  least  1856.  The 
1857 Assessment Roll  for  Ward 1  informs that  
Walker was rent ing the Ontar io Street  
premises f rom Quinlan.  Walker (1824-1894) 
was originally  from Ireland.

In the spr ing of  1869,  Walker replaced the 
frame building to the rear of  his  Ontario Street  

commercial  building with this  three and a half  
storey brick wing,  measuring twenty-three feet  
by forty-eight feet .  Mr.  Walker 's  Ontario Street  
bui ld ing and rear addit ion were used as a  
furniture showroom and funeral  parlour and,  
by 1880; h is  cabinet-making factory was 
located in Brogdin's  Lane.  

As was common in the nineteenth century,  the 
funerary business was combined with furniture 
or cabinet  making.  Funerals  took place in 
private dwell ings.  Caskets  were simple wooden 
affairs  and a secondary business for  furniture 
makers.  

John Walker died in 1894,  but  the building 
remained in the Walker family unti l  1923 when 
it  was sold to Gordon Jex,  a  Port  Hope funeral  
director.  The undertaking business was carried 
on under the name of  "Walker and Jex" and 
later  "Jex and Smith".  The building was later  
conveyed as two separate propert ies .  (26 
Ontario Street and 1 Maitland Street.)
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