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Date  Designated :  November  2 ,  1981  to  By -Law 

No.  70/81 ,  SCHEDULE B

Lot  Descr ipt ion :  PT TOWN PLOT 71  STEWART 

PL AN

T he three and a hal f  s torey o lder br ick 
sect ion on Ontar io Street  i s  constructed of  
brick laid in common bond.  It  is  rectangular in 
p lan and is  the end bui ld ing of  a  row of  
non-related structures.  The roof  is  of  medium 
pitch and is  parapet  gabled.  The roof  tr im, 
eaves type,  is  a  simple frieze.  There are four 
bays on the second and third storeys,  which 
are six  over six  sash with f lat  arches of  brick 
and wooden lugs i l l s .  The f i rs t  s torey has 
undergone extens ive a l terat ion but a  
photograph of  1882,  in the Cal  C layton 
col lect ion,  shows two doorways and three 
nine-paned windows.  A la ter  photograph 
reveals  that  the doorway on the right  has been 
bricked-in.  The above described brick section 

of  the Walker Bui ld ing was the or ig inal  
bui ld ing on this  s i te  a long with a f rame 
building to the rear no longer there.  The frame 
building was replaced by another three and a 
half  storey brick wing built  by Walker in 1869.  
(1 Maitland Street)

I n 1851 ,  Cornel ius Quinlan (1822-1883) ,  a  
t insmith and coppersmith merchant on Walton 
Street ,  bought this  sect ion of  Lot  71 .  That 
same year Ontario Street  was opened and the 
section of  Maitland Street  that  ran through the 
s i te  of  the present bui lding was c losed,  so 
Quinlan purchased that  t r iangular sect ion 
also.  It  is  presumed that  Quinlan constructed 
this  brick block by mid-century.

I n 1 8 6 5 ,  J o h n W a l k e r ,  a  P o r t  H o p e 
cabinetmaker ,  bought the lot  and br ick 
building thereon from Quinlan,  although he 
had been in the cabinet  making and upholstery 
business at  this  site  since at  least  1856.  The 
1857 Assessment Roll  for  Ward 1  informs that  
Walker was rent ing the Ontar io Street   
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premises f rom Quinlan.  Walker (1824-1894) 
was originally  from Ireland.  In the spring of  
1869,  Walker added to the br ick s tructure 
fronting on Ontario Street  and replaced the 
frame building to the rear by building a three 
and a ha l f  s torey br ick wing,  measur ing 
twenty- three feet  by for ty-e ight feet  (1 
Maitland Street) .  Mr.  Walker ' s  Ontar io 
Street  building and rear addition were used as 
a  furniture showroom and funeral  parlour and,  
by 1880; h is  cabinet-making factory was 
located in Brogdin's  Lane.  

As was common in the nineteenth century,  the 
funerary business was combined with furniture 
or cabinet  making.  Funerals  took place in 
private dwell ings.  Caskets  were simple wooden 
affairs  and a secondary business for  furniture 
makers.

John Walker died in 1894,  but  the building 
remained in the Walker family unti l  1923 when 
it  was sold to Gordon Jex,  a  Port  Hope funeral  
director.  The undertaking business was carried 
on under the name of  "Walker and Jex" and 
later  "Jex and Smith".  The building was later  
conveyed as two separate propert ies .  (26 
Ontario Street & 1 Maitland Street . )

architectural detail�

�

There are four bays on the second and third storeys,  
with windows that are six  over six  sash with f lat  
arches of  brick and wooden lugsil ls .  The f irst  storey 
has undergone extens ive a l terat ion but a 
photograph of  1882,  in the  Clayton Col lect ion,  
shows two doorways and three nine-paned windows 
for the shop fronts.  

historical directory ad�
�

An ad that appeared in a business directory of 1880 for Walker's Furniture 
and Undertaking Business.
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