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T his two-storey house is  indicat ive of  the 
I t a l i a n a t e S t y l e V i c t o r i a n h o u s e .  A 
symmetrical ly  placed entrance is  noted for i ts  
heavi ly  decorated port ico topped by i ron 
balustrade made in the foundry of  the original  
owner.  The entrance is  f lanked by two bay 
windows with similar  iron topping.  The roof  
overhangs are supported by brackets  typical  of  
th is  I ta l ianate per iod and is  topped by a 
widow's walk.  The semi-circular window over 
the entrance designed in a Florentine pattern 
is  of  particular interest .  

The main house is  a  two-storey brick building 
of  I ta l ianate s ty le .  This  bui ld ing has been 
moderated somewhat since i t  was original ly  

bui l t .  The facade conta ins a number of  
s ignif icant architectural  features.  The lower 
f loor consists  of  the entranceway and two 
front bay windows.  The iron foundry owned by 
Mr.  Helm provided the cast  iron balustrades 
over the front entrance and in fact  a l l  the 
great  amount of  cast  iron work over the two 
front bay windows as well  as  the widow's walk.  
There is  a  good example of  a  semi-el l iptical  
window over the front entrance.  It  is  of  the 
Florentine pattern.  Another interesting point  
is  the unusual  width of  the overhanging eaves 
with their  double brackets.  

J ohn Helm Jr.  (1816-1912) was a prominent 
local  businessman who established a foundry 
and machine shop on Mil l  Street  in 1849,  
capable of  making s team engines ,  boi lers ,  
threshing machines ,  and reaping machines .  
The foundry was later  located at  Queen and 
Peter Streets  powered by Helm's Dam on the 
Ganaraska River.  He learned the trade from 
his  father ,  John Helm Sr .  a t  h is  fa ther 's  
foundry on College Street  in Cobourg.  
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John Helm acquired approximately thirty acres 
of  land inc luding property purchased from 
George Gladman in 1856 on a neighbouring lot  
(180 Dorset Street East)  in order to build 
his  estate.  He constructed his  house,  Belgrave,  
in 1866.  

He later  added the unique water tower in 1877 
housing an elaborate water system.  The tower 
concealed a large s torage tank capable of  
pumping and storing a large quantity  of  lake 
water.  A f ive thousand gallon wooden pressure 
vessel  rested on the fourth level  of  this  tower.  
Originally,  i ts  purpose was to supply the house 
and surrounding acreage with water.  Five acres 
were i rr igated by an underground piping 
system used to water the lawns and gardens.   
But in the event of  a  f ire,  there was a readily  
available source of  water.  In addition to the 
header system, a storage tank was built  over 
the att ic  of  the mansion.  Whenever the tower 
water leve l  went down, a  cant i lever device 
automatical ly  switched over to the att ic  tank.  

In 1872,  the Town recognized the need for a  
municipal  waterworks that  could supply water 
by use of  rotary pump using local  water power 
supplied through a series of  underground pipes 
to assist  in f ire  f ighting.  John Helm offered to 
instal l  the system and completed the work in 
1875.  A water works bui ld ing was bui l t  
adjacent to Helm's Dam containing rotary 
pumps and turbines .  The new waterworks 
system greatly  enhanced f ire-f ighting efforts  in 
the town.  

Belgrave,  the Helm estate ,  remained in the 
Helm family unti l  1920.  The Belgrave Tower 
and two of  the Interior Rooms are designated 
under separate designations.

A symmetrical ly placed entrance is  noted for i ts  
heavily decorated portico topped by iron balustrade 
made in the foundry of  the or iginal  owner.  The 
entrance i s  f lanked by two bay windows with 
similar iron topping.  
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