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T his monumental  composit ion in brick over a  
cas t  s tone base i s ,  essent ia l ly ,  o f  the 
Romanesque Revival .  Massive towers f rame 
the f ront with an arcaded porch between 
sheltering the tower entrances and above,  the 
gabled front to the sanctuary and i ts  rear 
ga l lery .  Smal l  gabled wings conta in s ide 
entrances and behind a hal f  octagon shape 
encloses the attached Sunday-School  wing.

The bui ld ing i s  notable not  only for  i t s  
rust icated east  s tone base but a lso for  the 
smoother cast  stone bases and plinth course to 
the towers ,  the same mater ia l  used in the 
porch.  Windows to towers d isplay s imple 
s ta ined g lass in Art  Nouveau des igns ,  the 

tal ler  west  tower with louvred openings to the 
bel l  stage and with a short  spire above.  The 
shorter  east  tower on the lower end of  the 
slope has a hipped roof  though steeper than 
the similar  form to the half  octagon back of  
the church.  The chimney is  a  massive shaft  
very much contr ibuting to the architectural  
s i lhouette.  A f ine rose window, also exhibit ing 
Art  Nouveau des igns ,  dominates the f ront 
gable but l ights only the loft  space above the 
sanctuary.  

Br ickwork exhibi ts  considerable ornamenta-
tion in hood moulds over windows,  a  corbelled 
frieze and pilasters.  Some cast  stone ornament 
has been lost ,  namely the cornice terminating 
the cast  stone at  the towers and across the 
porch possibly never restored after  perishing 
in the weather as other cast  in situ ornament 
in the arcading of  the porch is  beginning to 
do.  

The roofs  are at  present a  misce l lany of  
f in ishes ,  the tower caps being covered in 
asphalt  shingle,  possibly replacing an original  
wood shingle cover,  the main roof  over the  
Sanctuary and Sunday School  in a  cement
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The Romanesque Revival  was a style  popular in the 
latter part  of  the 19th century.  The roof  has recently 
been restored and the interior of  the church has been 
restored under the guidance of  Peter Stokes ,  
restoration architect .  The space is  renowned for its  
acoustics.

asbestos t i le ,  a  f ire-resist ive replacement of  
the earl ier  twentieth century,  but  no longer 
used and dif f icult  to  repair  sat isfactori ly .  A 
more permanent meta l  cover ing could be 
enterta ined providing that  i ts  patterning is  
d iscreet  and/or t radi t ional ,  a  low-r ib 
batten-seam or standing-seam appropriate,  an 
imitation t i le  to be discouraged for the roofs  
are  important  components  of  the s i lhouette.  
The eyebrow dormers serving as venti lators to 
the roof  space are s igni f icant deta i ls .  Also 
important to the design are the parapets to 
gables and the massive chimney stack,  which 
rises through the roof  towards the south-east  
corner.  

T he f irst  Presbyterian Church in Port  Hope 
was completed in 1831 .  The bui lding was a 
modest  frame structure constructed by builders 
Wil l iam Brogdin and Will iam Lee located on 
Baldwin Street .  When the church was f i rs t  
constructed it  stood in a pathless wood that  
was separated from the main road by a deep 
gully.  It  had to be approached from the west  
unti l  a  bridge was built  across the ravine and 
then later  f i l led in to form Church Street.  As 
the congregation grew, the need for a  larger 
church became apparent.

In 1854,  the frame church was replaced by a 
b r i c k c h u r c h t h a t  w a s c a p a b l e o f  
accommodating one thousands persons (view 
below).  The new church construction occurred 
during the tenure of  the very popular Reverend 
John Cassie who resided on nearby Julia  Street  
(Cassie Cottage, 15 Julia Street) .  

T h e r e w e r e t w o 
secess ions f rom the 
church,  one in 1858,  
and another in 1872.  
The la t ter  was the 
result  of  the choice of  
minis ter  a f ter  the 
death o f  Reverend 
Cass ie and di f f icul ty 
that  arose between 
the Irish and Scottish 
members .  The Ir ish 
m e m b e r s l e f t  t h e 
parish and built  their  
own church that  was 

later  relocated to Mil l  Street.  

In 1905,  Dr.  L.B.  Powers donated a strip of  
land to the rear of  the church bes ide his  
residence (127-129 Walton Street)  and along 
with lots  previously owned by Clarke and 
Ski tch ,  a  new Presbyter ian Church was 
constructed at  131 Walton Street .  W.R.  
Chis let t  and Thomas Garnett  were hired as 
contractors with the cornerstone for the new 
building being laid on September 25,  1905.  The 
Presbyterian Church would now be cal led St.  
Paul 's .

Two notable memoria l  windows enhance the 
church;  one in memory of  the Craick family,  
and the other in memory of  Senator Mulholland 
who married into the Craick family.  The church 
recent ly underwent extens ion exter ior 
restoration.   


