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FARINI PARK (COMMEMORATING ORIGINAL BUILDING)
circa 1848

Date Designated: April 21, 1986 to By-Law No.
28/86, SCHEDULE B-8

Lot Description: PLAN 21 LOT 2

~==—— ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION ——=}

riginal multi-storey brick corner building
circa 1848, demolished and the corner left
open. The gasoline bar at this corner was
swept away in the 1980 flood and the corner
devoted to a landscaped space with seating.
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HISTORICAL ABSTRACT

he original corner block was built circa
1848 and can be seen in many archival photos
from later periods. An ad that appeared in the
paper in September 1848 for the dry goods
store, London, Manchester and Glasgow
Warehouse, with proprietor W. Gwatkin
informs his customers that he has moved to
"the new brick building lately erected by J.D.
Smith, Esq., on the corner of Walton Street,
east side of the River, and opposite the Store
of R.N. Waddell, Esq." (1-3 Walton Street,
Waddell Block)

Due to the street layout and the contour of the
lot next to the river, the building had a
trapezoidal footprint. The building was three
storeys high and constructed of red brick with
six over six windows on the upper storeys.
There were shop fronts facing Walton and Mill
Streets.
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THE POST OFFICE BLOCK,

2 WALTON STREET

circa 1877

The gas station that had been built on the lot
after the original building was lost in an
earlier flood, was destroyed in the flood of

= HISTORICAL NEWSPAPER AD
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1980. The wedge shaped lot was converted to a
commemorative park with outdoor planting and
seating and named Farini Park.

LONDON, MANCHESTER,
GLASGOW WARE-HOUSE.
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Fl‘m: SUuB3cRIBER beys to acquaint s Customers and the Public Generully

that lie las REMOVED from his uld Staud to the New Bricx BriLping LATELY ERECT-
ep sy J. D Sar, Bse, 011‘1113 E:GR'.\'ER. O‘I’ WALTON-STREET, East side of tha
River, and QP!’}IJSiLe the SIIOI'E of . N.-Vv adde!:, l_‘.dq vihere he intends to keﬂp c‘.nnstantly an
hand a LAy AND VARIED ASSORTHENT OF

Staple and Fancy Dry Goods,

An ad that appeared in the paper in September 1848 indicates that the block on the east
side of the river across from the store of R.N. Waddell (1-3 Walton Street) was built by

John David Smith.
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2 WALTON STREET

FARINI PARK (COMMEMORATING EARLIER

BUILDING), circa 1848
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FARINI PARK (COMMEMORATING EARLIER

2 WALTON STREET

BUILDING), circa 1848
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JL AFTER THE FLOOD, 1909, (PHOTO FROM EAST

DURHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY)
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